Standard halal cert, symbol to beat fakes

KUALA LUMPUR: A standard
halal certificate and symhul

cates benﬁ
states, bodies and companies.

Minister In the Prime Min-
ister’s Department Maj-Gen
{R) Datuk Seri Jamil Khir Ba-
harom said yesterday the
standardised system would be
put in place after the Halal Act
was passed by Parliament.

e said it was hoped the act,
now being drafied, would be
completed in time to be tabled
al second parliamentary
meeting, scheduled to beginin
mid-June.

Maj-Gen (R) Datuk Seri Jamil
Khir Baharom says a Halal Act
is being drafted as well

Thereason [or the actwasto
ensure that halal certification
was not abused, he said,
adding that the Malaysian Is-
Jamic Development. Depart-
ment {Jakim] was issuing a
siandard certificate for peo-
ple's convenience,

“With many different cer-
Uficates and halal symbals,
people can’t identify what is
genuine and what isn't. Once
withave astandard certificate,
if they see a dilferent symbol,
then they'll know it's not the
real one issued by Jakim."

Jamil, who was speaking af-
terthe launch of the lMa.lnysla
1Halal oamuaugn in Masjid

Negara, said the Halal Act
would address the issue of
enforcement.

“Enforcement is imporiant.
Currently, if people commit
offences, for example, by say-
ing something that is not halal
is halal, we can tegur (scold).
But it doesn't have a big el
foct.”

Jamil said Jakim was dis-
cussing with the Attorney-Gen-
eral's Chambers o see what
kind of enforcement measures
the act could include.

During the launch, he said
the country hoped Lo become a
global hub for halal products.

“What hegan s & religious

T .

requirement. slanted (owards
ritual obligations has now
emerged as a ~=:-gmenL of the
RLONOMY W has a RMS
trillion pownual in the plobal
market.”

HighBeam Research in
2007 concluded that the glob-
al halal food market supplying
the needs of 1.8 billion Mus-
liams in 112 eountries would
be worth US$500  hillion
(RM1.75 trillion) this year.

Jakim’s 1Malaysia 1Halal
campaign (;umpr'm:h 13
awareness-raising  activities,
mx:lur]mg the Halelen Toyy-
iban (Halal and High Quality)
seminar.
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